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it was ready to suffer with calm and fortitude the material priva-
tions to which it was exposed/'
Sergius, on his part, requested the People's Commissar for
Home Affairs to register the hierarchy of the Patriarchal church
with him as Locum Tenens, and his chancery, temporarily in
Nizhny Novgorod, but with the possibility of moving to Moscow.
He also asked for the registration of diocesan and suffragan bish-
ops and their chanceries, a permission to take necessary steps
towards the convocation of a Council and the election of the Pa-
triarch, a Synod, and a Supreme Church Administration, as well
as for an authorization to assemble from five to fifteen bishops at
conferences prior to the Council. Moreover, he asked to be allowed
the publication of the Herald of the Moscow Patriarchate and the
establishment of secondary and higher ecclesiastical schools for per-
sons over eighteen years of age, as granted to the New Church. In
his appeal to the Orthodox people, dated May 28, 1926, Sergius
stated that "he had taken upon himself to assure the Soviet gov-
ernment of their sincere willingness to become law-abiding citizens
resolved to keep aloof from political parties and activities." But
"wishing to be completely frank," he inserted into his appeal two
extracts from the Solovetsk bishops* memorandum: on the ir-
reconcilable conflict between religion and atheism; and on the
refusal of the church to supervise and judge the political attitude
of its individual members. At the same time he pointed out, how-
ever, that it was the Christian religion that taught to forswear
property, to devote life to the common cause, and to set an example
of temperance, honesty, and steadfast execution of civil duties*
Some of Sergius' wishes were gratified, and on May 18, 1927,
with the consent of the authorities, he established a temporary
Patriarchal Holy Synod. On July 29, 1928, he wrote in a message:
Our petition that the Synod be authorized to start activities connected
with the administration of the All-Russian Orthodox church has bcea
granted. At present our Orthodox church in the Soviet Union has a
central, diocesan, district, and other administrations, in accordance
with the canon and civil laws.
The success attained by Sergius, at a time when other bishops
continued to be arrested and banished, gave rise to doubts among